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[DATE]

	Change for a Penny, Inc.
P.O. Box 4082 ( Menlo Park ( California ( 94026-4082


Dear Neighbors,


We are collecting pennies.  Between now and December 1, 2005 (World AIDS Day), we are trying to collect and display 25,400,000 pennies. 

Why 25,400,000?     To help us better understand the number of people who have died of AIDS in Africa – a number that bears a striking resemblance to the number of people living with HIV/AIDS in Africa, according to UNAIDS.  

Why pennies?       Because the weakest coin in the U.S. can make a big difference in Africa, where half the population lives on less than $1 per day.


Africa contains approximately 10% of the world’s population, but is home to nearly 70% of the world’s reported cases of HIV/AIDS.  In a country where more than 300 million people live on less than $1 per day, 6,500 people are dying each day from HIV/AIDS and another 8,500 are becoming infected each day, including 1,400 newborns infected either during child birth or from their mothers’ milk.  Eleven million children have been orphaned in Africa as a result AIDS, a number that is expected to grow to 20 million by the end of the decade.  We would like your help.


Change for a Penny is a non-profit corporation started by four families.  So far, all of the costs involved have been completely underwritten so that every penny contributed will go to support organizations fighting the fight against HIV/AIDS in Africa.  But the logistics in collecting, counting, rolling and moving so much copper and zinc is beyond what four families can do.  That’s where you come in.  We could use your help collecting pennies.  Perhaps you’d be willing to put a penny jar at work or school.  Whatever you can do would make a difference.


To find out more information, please visit www.gotcents.org or send us an e-mail at info@gotcents.org.  Or, just drop off your pennies at [your address].

Start where you are, use what you have, do what you can, it will be enough.


